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PLAIN BLUNT MAN

BY
RUTH MARY HEAD

T is usually the boast of the Plain Blunt Man that his religion
I is a thoroughly practical affair, characterized by what he
calls simplicity of faith, a readiness to do a good turn to his
neighbour, and an absence of any fixed dogma, which he refuses
to have “rammed down his throat”. He has no objection to
going to church on occasions, even apart from christenings,
weddings and funerals ; but he dislikes and distrusts any sort of
extravagant demonstration, and considers his religion entirely
his own concern. ¢ After all,” he remarks, ‘ it’s all a personal
matter, isn’t it ? We are all aiming for the same place, and if I
can be a perfectly good Christian without attaching myself to
any religious body, and learning a lot of doctrine, that is my
own affair.’ In this way he lulls himself into a sort of spiritual
coma—a state of complete and blissful ignorance of the basic
facts of Christianity, even to the extent of judging himself to be
as good as, or even better than, some of his fellow-men. Un-
aware that all he says is completely beside the point at issue, he
settles down to his ordinary existence, well-intentioned and
kind, but utterly in the dark. And so he stays, until the

~question of religion is again brought to his notice in some way.

Then he declares once more his own particular brand of
Christianity in no uncertain terms. Of course he prides him-
self on being “broad-minded” in such things, and can never
quite understand these Roman Catholics, who appear to remain
aloof and somewhat on a pedestal, refusing to move an inch
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from their well-established position. They seem to be weighed
down with dogma, and yet are quite formidably united all
over the world, in a manner which cannot but arouse his un-
willing admiration. And so we see him floundering in a verit-
able morass of misconceptions, half-digested facts and hard-
baked prejudices.

Let me say at the outset that it is by no means my intention
to sneer at, or judge harshly such a person’s confused ideas on
Fhe most important of all subjects. But in his own interests,
it might be worth while to examine the many flaws in his well-
meaning but misguided reasoning, particularly as they relate
to the Catholic Church which he finds so maddeningly im-
fnovable, and yet so united and so universally exerting her
influence and increasing her membership. We can help him
best by following him step by step through the maze of con-
fused thought that he has chosen as his path to his eternal
destiny. '

Simplicity of Faith

‘ You Catholics have to believe in such a lot of doctrines ’,
says our Plain Blunt friend. ‘ Now I have a very simple
faith,” and with these last words he falls headlong into one of
the most popular fallacies of the present time. Simplicity of
faith does not depend on how much or how little you believe.
In other words, you do not measure simplicity by quantity,
What matters is not how much you believe, but rather why
you believe it—on whose authority.

Now the Catholic Church teaches that God has spoken to
men and has revealed truths about” Himself, which, with our
own unaided reason we could never have discovered for our-
sc?lves. This we call ““ Revelation”, and because it has been
given to us by God, we are left with no alternative but to
accept it humbly and obediently.

When Our Lord gave His apostles their last instructions to go
a'nd preach what He had taught them, He expressly told
them that they were to ‘teach ... all things > whatsoever
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He had commanded ; that is to say, it is not left to us to pick
and choose what suits our convenience, our particular tempera-
ment, or our national characteristics. We are to accept
“all things’, remembering continually those solemn, con-
cluding words of our Saviour : ¢ He that believeth not shall be
condemned ’.

It is with these words in mind that the Catholic Church
stands to-day, firmly refusing to water down any of the divinely-
revealed truths, and remaining adamant in the face of those
who seek ever more and more to weaken and dilute the teach-
ing of Christ, in order to fall into line with certain forms of

modern thought.

Catholicism and Progress

The Church watches with interest and admiration the
advance of scientific discovery, particularly in the field of
medicine and the relief of suffering. As the loving mother of a
world-wide family, her heart rejoices to see the innumerable
charitable works in the world to-day, the devoted care given to
old people, to the sick, to homeless children, and to those who
have suffered the inhumanities resulting from world war.

At the same time, there are certain practices advocated in the
name of progress which are detrimental to society because they
tend to reduce man to the level of animals. Against these the
Church takes a firm stand and will continue to do so till the end
of time. Euthanasia, or “mercy-killing”, for example, gives
the right to one human being to ““put out of his misery”
another who is suffering from an incurable disease. This is a
usurpation of a right which belongs to God alone. Likewise,
sterilization of the unfit, which allows the mutilation of the
human body and denies the natural right of certain individuals
to marry. These are no remedies for existing social problems,
because they are in direct contradiction to Christian teaching
as to the nature of man and his superiority over the animals.
It is impossible to remedy one evil by imposing another.

Again, the use of artificial means to prevent the birth of



VA VML LUI0y LU LLOLEDD WULIU, dllU PIOCIAImS T 1 nou shalt °,
and ° Thou shalt not’. Why? Precisely because her Divine
Teacher said it before her, and gave her both the authority
and the power to hand down, till the end of time, that teaching
which was given to the first apostles—the little nucleus of that
visible Society we call the Church. It is because we are con-
vinced that the Church has a divine commission to legislate,
that we accept without doubt what she teaches. In doing so,
we are obeying not man but God.

The Use of Reason

At this juncture it is important to remind our Plain Blunt
Man that, contrary to public opinion, the Church of Christ
demands of her members that they use their reason rather than
their emotions in the study of their faith. There is nothing
in her teaching that has ever discouraged the use of reason.
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Explanatory books without number dea'lmg w1t-h every aspect
of the Catholic faith can be obtained without difficulty. Add
to this the fact that anyone desiring to become. a member gf
the Church is given a course of instruction laSUng usually six
months, during which time he has every opportunity of asking
questions, arguing point after point, and san.sfymg the den?ands
of his intellect on any point of Catholic doctrine. Altt?rnauYely,
if for any reason he decides that he yvould prefer to djscon.tlnue
his instructions, he is perfectly at liberty to.do so luetiit nc?t
be said, therefore, that Catholics give a bhgd assent to their
faith, without using that great gift of reason 1m.p1?nted in the1?1
by God for the express purpose of exercising it in the pursuit
of truth. We must not think, however, that we can aPproach
the question of the true Church by means of the intellect
alone. The convert to Catholicism, whose progress to the





















