A SUBSCRIPTION OF

ONE GUINEA

- ANNUALLY |
'ENTITLES
- YOU

TO
(1) A copy of every C.T.S.I. publication issued during
the year priced at 6d. or under. ,

(2) A free copy of each issue of the Society’s Magazine,
" Catholic Truth Quarterly."

(8) Rich spiritual privileges, including this unusual
privilege: All Masses offered for the repose of the soul
of a deceased member of the Society bear, in addition
to the ordinary fruits of the Holy Sacrifice, a plenary
indulgence applicable only to the soul of the deceased
member, whether or not the Masses are said at a
Privileged Altar or by a Privileged Priest.

The Society Needs Your Help!

Full Particulars from : —

The Catholic Truth Society of Ireland

VERITAS HOUSE,

7 & 8 Lower Abbey Street, Dublin.
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No. DD. 1111,

Nihil Obstat : . ;
FATHER PRETRUS, 0.M.Cap.,
M.A., Ph.D., D.Litt. ~
Censor Theol. Deput.

Tmprimi Potest : )
FR. JACOBUS, O0.M.Cap.,
Minister Provincialis,
8t. Bonaventure's, Cork.

Coreagiae die 26 Maii, 1946,

Nihil Obstat : ;
RECCAREDUS FLEMING,
Censor Theol. Deput,

Tmprimi Potest :
HTOANNES CAROLUS,
Archiep. Dublinen.,
Hibernize Primas.

Dublini, die 28 Sept., anno 1945.

1406 P PRINTED IN IRELAND, 19%6.
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OLD TESTAMENT SERIES: No. 2.

ABRAHAM—* THE FRIEND OF GOD.”

INTRODUCTION.

After recounting the death of Noe the biblical narrative
resumes with the well-known ° ethnographical table’ of
Gienesis 10, which is a survey of the nations of antiquity
descended from the sons of Noe.

Beginning from Japheth this fable describes his descend-
ants as cccupying “the islands of the Genliles’ (10, 5),* an
expression which throughout the Old Testament means the
islands and coasis of the Mediterranean Ocean. Among
them are mentioned Gomer, the eponymous ancestor of the
Cimmerians from whom branched the Celts and Indo-Ger-
manic peoples of later times; Magog, Madai, Javan and
Thiras—the founders of the Scythians, Medes, Greeks and
Thracians respectively; and Tharsis (descendant of Javan)
who gave his name to the country of Tharsis (or Tarshish)
as Baetica in southern Spain was known in ancient times.

Tae CHAMITES.

Next we have the descendants of Cham; and prominence
1s given to Chanaan who had been cursed by Noe (9, 25),
and to the inhabitants of the country called from him
Chanaan, which country when Moses wrote was now the
Promised Land. (11, 15-19). From Chanaan descended the
Phoenicians and the Hethites (or Hittites). Another impor-
tant name here is Mesram (Misraim in the original), the
Hebrew name for Egypt.” Of Nemrod (or Nimrod) we have
relatively lengthy notice (10, 8-12). He was “a stoul hunter
before the Lord,” i.e., an exceedingly powerful conqueror,
so much so indeed that his achievements became a standard
of comparison: “Hence came a proverb: Even as Nemrod
the stout hunter before the Lord.”’ (10, 9). He united under

*ie., The Book of GENEsis; Capter 10, Verse 5. And similarly
throughout. i -



the Gospel on the point, and so cannot be called in doubt.
This shows that {lie biblical genealogies are not necessarily
from father to son. From Heber in turn was descended
Phaleg, so named “because in his days the earth was

divided” (10, 25),—a reference, presumably, to the disper-

sion after the confusion of Babel as described in the ensuing
chapter. Among “the sons of Sem >’ are mentioned Elam,

* Assyria. By W. H. Boulton. The Ancient Lands and Bible Series..
No. 4. Pp. 4-6. :
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* BapyroNta. By W, H. Boulton.

Series,

No; '3, B. 16,

The Ancient Lands and Bible





































