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BRINTED IN IRELAND 1948

THE MACHABEES

When Alexander the Great died unexpectedly in 323 B.C.
his vast empire was divided between his eight generals and
his half-brother, Philip Arrhidaeus. The generals soon
quarrelled, and a series of wars resulted, during which were
assassinated Alexander’s half-brother and his wife, in 317
B.C.; Alexander’s mother (Olympias), in 316 B.C.;
Alexander’s widow (Roxana) and posthumous heir
(Alexander IV), in 311 B.C.

Antigonus, the one-eyed general of Philip of Macedon
ana ot Alexander after him, ruled Palestine from 323 B.C.,
until he was slain in the battle of Ipsus in Phrygia (Asia
Minor) in 301 B.C. Ptolemy, ruler of Egypt, had invaded
Palestine twice between 315 and 312 B.C., but on each
occasion he was driven out. By the treaty after the battle
of lpsus, Palestine was given to Seleucus, ruler of Syria;
but Ptolemy had occupied 1t again, and Seleucus ceded it
to him. So from 301 to 198 B.C., the Ptolemies of Egypt
ruled the Holy Land, not indeed without opposition from
Syria. About 300 B.C. Seleucus founded the city of
Antioch on the Orontes for his capital with its harbour of
Seleucia, and he and his heirs (the Seleucid dynasty)
governed Syria, Mesopotamia and part of Asia Minor—
the Syrian LEmpire. Two attempts on the part of
Antiochus II (261-246 B.C.) and Seleucus II (246-226 B.C.)
to take Palestine from Ptolemy Philadelphus and Ptolemy
Evergetes I were unsuccessful. Antiochus III (the Great),
993-187 B.C., invaded Palestine in 218 B.C.; was repulsed
in 217 B.C.; occupied it again 202-200 B.C.; and finally
annexed it in 198 B.C. by the defeat of Scopas, the
Egyptian General, at Paneas near the sources of the
Jordan. The Jews then exchanged the mild rule of the
Ptolemies of Egypt for the harsh rule of the Seleucids of
Syria; and already before 180 B.C. Ben Sirach refers to
the latter as “‘the sceptre of the proud . . . the rule of
impety”’ (Ecelesiasticus 35, 23).

The two Books of Machabees* describe the successful
struggle of the Jews for civil and religious freedom (175-135
B.C.). 1 and 2 Machabees are not consecutive; 1 Machabees
gives an outline of the whole campaign from 175 B.C.,
while 2 Machabees gives something of the background and
describes in detail some incidents of the first fourteen years

" * Also spelled Maccabees.



points practical lessons of plety; and traces the WOTKIng
of divine Providence.
HELIODORUS.

Antiochus the Great favoured the Jews; and his son,
Seleucus IV (187-175 B.C.), continued this policy until the
last year of his reign (2 Machabees 3, 3). The trouble was
begun by an apostate Jew—Simon, of the tribe of Benjamin.
This Simon, a lay official in the Temple, quarrelled with
the high priest Onias IIT (198-175 B.C.), who was an
excellent man and a good leader. Defeated in law, Simon
sought a traitorous revenge. He told Apollonius, governor
of Coelesyria (the country between Lebanon and Anti-
Lebanon) and Phoenicia, that in the Temple treasury there
was immense wealth which could be aequired by the king
of Syria. Apollonius duly informed his royal master who
was paying a heavy war indemnity to Rome. Seleucus sent
his chancellor, Heliodorus, with =2 troop of soldiers to
Jerusalem to seize the money.

Heliodorus pretended that he was making a tour of
ingpection ;: and in Jerusalem he was courteously received
by the high priest. But when he made known his real
purpose Onias explained to him that of the Temple treasure
(four hundred talents of silver and two hundred of gold)
part was in deposit for widows and orphans, and the
remainder was the property of a rich man named Hyrcanus.
This money—personally, not nationally, owned—must not be
removed. Heliodorus replied that he would seize it by foree.
The high priest, the priests, and the people of Jerusalem

* 2 Machabees begins with a letter addressed to the Jews of Egypt
and dated 188 of the Seleucid era which would be 124 B.C.
+ In 2 Machabees 15, 36 there is no mention of the death of Judas

. %iaeus and the capture of Jerusalem by the Syrians in
160 B.C. ; %

?;ﬂﬁ- b .

Ileliodorus by the Jews” (2 Machabees 3, 32), Unlas orerea
a sacrifice; and Heliodorus was restored to health. He
reburned to Antioch, and told the king of his misadventure.
The king enquired of him who then would be a suitable
man to send to seize the treasure. Heliodorus replied: “/f
thow hast any enemy or traitor to thy kingdom, send hem
thither, and thow shalt receive him again (i.e. back)
scourged, if so \be he escape: for there s undoubtedly in
that place « certain power of God” (2 Machabees 3, 38).
This did not end the affair; in fact it was only the
beginning.
ANTIOCHUS 1V (EPIPHANES): 175-164 B.C.

Simon next falsely accused Onias of having incited
Heliodorus to plunder the Temple. Hellenism, the adoption
of Greek culture and manners, had long been making in-
roads among the Jews. The Hellenist Jews now rallied to
Simon ; the orthodox to Onias. A number of the supporters
of Onias were murdered by the Hellenists. Apollonius was
encouraging Simon. So with real reluctance Onias went to
Antioch to ask the heathen king of Syria to quell the

~disturbance among the rival Jewish factions—it was the

only course left to him. Before any result could come of
this mission, however, Seleucus IV was slain. He was
succeeded by his brother, Antiochus 1V, who called himself
Tpiphanes (the Tllustrious) but was nicknamed Epimanes
(the Tnsane) for bis extravagant conduct.*

* The kings of ancient Syria and Egypt took high-sounding titles
such as : Eupator (Nobly-born); Soter (Saviour); Nicator (Con-
queror); and even Theos (God). This was in keeping with their
claim to be gods, Thus Antiochus V wrote : “Qur father being
iranslated among the gods . . .7 (2 Machabees 11, 23). Theé
Samaritans, writing to Epiphanes, addressed him : “To king An-
tiochus, the god Epiphanes . . .” (Josephus : Antiquities, 12, 5, 5).
























