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THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
INTO HEAVEN.

By REV. PAUL O’'DEA, S.J.

(1) The Fact. The Ascension is the last mystery of our
Lord’s life on earth, and the first of His glorious life in
Heaven. In the Apostles’ Creed, after professing our faith
in our Lord’s divinity, His Incarnation, passion, death,
burial, and resurrection, we profess our faith in this mystery;
also; “He ascended into Heaven.”” The fact is briefly stated:
by St. Mark (Mc. 1619); it is frequently alluded to in the
Gospel of St. John (Jo. 663; 1413; 2017) . and in the epistles
of St. Paul (Ephesians 43; Colossians 31-3; Hebrews 4 and 9) :
but is most fully narrated by St. Luke, in his gospel (2446-52) :
and in the Acts of the Apostles (1412). From him we learn
that forty days after the resurrection (Acts 13), our Lord
was present in Jerusalem with the apostles whom He had
chosen; that eating together with them, He commanded
them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but
should wait for the promised gift of the Holy Ghost, that
being strengthened and enlightened by the power of the
Holy Ghost coming upon them, they should bhe witnesses
to Himh in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and
even to the uttermost part of the earth.  Having so spoken
He led them out to Bethany, fo the Mount of Olives still
conversing with them on the way, and there lifting up His
hands He blessed them, and while He blessed them, He
departed from them and was carried up to heaven, He
was raised up and a cloud received him from their sight.
Thus, as St. Mark briefly states (Mc. 1619), “the lord Jesus,
after He had spoken to them, was taken up to heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of God.”

'-(2) Explanation of the Fact, By His Ascension our Lord

‘withdrew from us His visible bodily presence. In order

to enter; as far as we may, info the meaning of this mystery
it will be helpful to say something of the various wavs in



























