“old Testaments Series:No.12.

A SUBSCRIPTIION OF

ONE GUINEA

ANNUALLY
ENTITLES

YOU
TO

A
P
gy

A
.»\;.‘! R e

(1) A copy of every C. T.S.I. publication issued during
the year priced at 6d. or under.

(2) A free copy of each issue of the Society’s
magazine, ‘‘Catholic Truth Quarterly.”
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THE PERSIAN PERIOD

By FATHER FELIX, O.F.M.Cap., LS.S.

_For two centuries (538-332 B.C.) the Jews were subjects
of the Persian empire, and Palestine was a provinee of the
satrapy of Abar-Naharah—‘the country beyond the
River (Euphrates).” The Persian satrap or governor lived
in Samaria (1 Esdras 4, 10). He ruled for ‘‘the great
king,”” and his principal coneerns were the levying of
taxation and the conseription of a troop of soldiers for the
imperial army. -

This period saw great developments in the Jewish nation.
The rank and title of ‘‘prince of Juda’’ (1 Esdras 1, 8)
died with Zorobabel; and his place as leader of the people
was taken by the high priest. A senate or sanhedrin of
seventy-one members, modelled on the preseriptions of
Numpbers 11, 6 and Deuteronomy 17, 8, assisted the high

~ priest in administering the Law. Early in this period also

the Samaritans formed a religious schism. They accepted
of the Old Testament only the five Books of Moses. They
worshipped Yahweh in a temple of their own on Mount
Garizim; and they were bitterly hostile to the Jews.
Sadly reduced in numbers and prestige and surrounded
by enemies, the Jews lived unnoticed and unknown in
this period while Persia and Greece held the stage of
nistory. Their only consolation now was the Law; they
nad the divine revelation and the promise that it held of
the Messias to eome. -In this period and in the following
(the Greek period) there was a class known as ‘‘the wise
(men)” (Ecelesiasticus 39, 1-15)—men of prayer who
meditated on the Law and the Prophets, and studied and
collected the sacred lore of the past. The fruit of their
prayer and study they communicated to their disciples.
Some of their number were sinspired to write the philo-
sophical or Sapiential or Wisdom Books of the Old
Testament. : : . :
The Sapiential Books are seven in number: The
Psalms, which were completed and collected early in
this period; Job; Proverbs; The Canticle of Canticles;

(1) For the Book of Psalms see number 7 of this series, pages 20-31.




























