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The Message of The Rosary
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R < INTRODUGTION
ANNE ulv, : :

Censor Theol. Deput. Many Catholics, especially intelligent and well-meaning
friends of the liturgical revival, seem puzzled by the fact that
in the apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima the rosary played

Tl Bt such a prominent part. Is not the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
game Luisi ( & ~ore important ? Holy Mass is the unbloody re-enactment
MidoannEs CAROLUS, : ( . the Sacrifice of our salvation, the centre of divine worship,
Archiep. Dublinen., the source of grace from which we hope for a renewal of the
Hiberniae Primas. " “ world in Christ. Why was not more frequent attendance at
Holy Mass urged by our blessed Mother ?* Yet, it is certain
that any request or recommendation coming from our blessed
Mother cannot but be the best. Mary, as the spouse of the
Holy Spirit, the Mother of the Saviour and the Mediatrix of
all Graces, has no more ardent desire than to lead us to a fuller
appreciation of the mysteries of our redemption, to a more
abundant participation in their life-giving grace. If she at-
taches so much importance to the rosary, the reason can only
be that the rosary is the most practical means to bring about
these happy results, The rosary will lead us to the altar of
sacrifice, to Holy Mass and Holy Communion, to a more in-
timate union with Jesus and a profounder grasp of the spirit
of the Church.
Asking for the recitation of the rosary, Our Lady at Fatima
asks for an intelligent, understanding recitation, and that

Dublini, die 6° Junii, anno 1951.

g ]]]Lli-% booklet has a Mission— to make calls for reflection on the prayers that compose it, the Sign
God known and loved. Maybe you can of the Cross, the Creed, the Our Father and Hail Mary, the
place it in the hands of somebody who Glory be, prayers which are so to say a compendium of the
needs it. Don’t neglect to do so if you doctrines of our holy Faith. Their {requent thoughtful, re-
can. If you can’t, leave it behind you ( ( ‘tition cannot but fix them more deeply in ouf minds and
on a park seat, in a "bus, in a theatre, and uelp applying them to our lives. To these prayers are added
Providence will guide it aright. ’ the mysteries which recall the principal events in the life of

Jesus and Mary ; they are so to say beautiful lJamps, white
2nd crimson and gold, illuminating our road to heaven. Med-
itation on these mysteries is necessary for the proper recita-
P ) et tion of the rosary. Our Lady of Fatima requests it particu-
RINTED .IN THE REPUBLIC OF IEELAND, 1953. larly for the observance of the five first Saturdays. It is ev-

. : . idently her wish that we become familiar with the contents




world surges up and do'v;;n all the avenues of life, when there
ﬁ‘ so little understanding of the interior life, such general
i (;ght‘from the cross, such tragic forgetfulness of spiritua
2 Ve(z;ls and Ziluesﬂ thef rosary, with its mysteries, acts as
-present teacher of religion, as an inspirati ivi
po¥§r for a life of living faith. i
_ The rosary, far from interfering with the litur ical wor-
ship of the Church, becomes its best support, inasriuch‘ as it
makes us lovers_of Christ, and lovers of Christ will be drawn
to the altar of His Eucharistic presence, sacrifice and Commun-

ion. As alwa it i i i :
e, ys, so it is true in this case : Through Mary to

I. The Joyful Mysteries’

_ These mysteries introduce us into the wise and loving de-
signs of God, according to which the Saviour of men was to
enter this world and to be prepared for His tremendous sac-
rifice of our salvation during the years of His infancy and
hidden life. They hold up before us the ideal of the interior
life, the life of prayer and holy desire, of intimate communi-
cation with God in our hearts and with Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament, of complete surrender to the dispensations of
Divine Providence, of loving faithfulness in humble and lowly
duties, of silent endurance in the many unseen trials of the

soul that strives after perfection. Whatever may be the ex™

ternal circumstances of a man’s life, even though i

most active, a life of leadership and grand achige%e;e??ytﬁe
spirit of the joyful mysteries is indispensable for it, if it is to
be a holy life leading to God, our last end. Intimate contact
with God is the hidden power plant that makes external ac-
tivity fruitful for eternity.

s
Myst:fieslfos' D.D. 865, the Sorrowful and D.D. 866, the Glorious

THE MESSAGE

(’ The prince of heaven bows in reverence before the humble
. m

aiden as he greets her, “ Hail, full of grace,-the Tord is
with thee. Blessed art thou among women.” This is the
burden of the angel’s message: Mary is the chosen one
among all women to give to the world the promised Saviour.
The very thought of it grips her with holy fear. But where
God calls, there is nothing to fear. Gabriel assures Mary,
““ Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found grace with God. Be-
hold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb and shalt bring forth
a Son, and thou shalt call His name Jesus.” Yet Mary had
taken tne vow of virginity ; how then shall this be done if
God was pleased with her vow ? Nothing is impossible with
the Almighty God. He who created the first man without
the help of father and mother, surely will know how to give
the Saviour of the world a human nature without the co-
operation of a human father. The Archangel continues,
““The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee and the power of the
Most High shall overshadow thee. And therefore also the
Holy which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of

God.” (Luke I. 26-35).

THE ANSWER

Al is now clear to this blessed Virgin and her answer is
A full and absolute surrender to the will of God, “ Behold the
handmaid of the Lord ; be it done unto me according to thy
word.” In that very moment there was wrought in Mary the
tremendous miracle of the incarnation. The Word was made
flesh and dwelt amongst us (John 1, 14). In this mystery
of the Incarnation and the consequent divine motherhood of
the Blessed Virgin lies the source of Mary’s all-surpassing
greatness. Whatever grace had been bestowed upon her be-































