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PRESS OPINIONS.

““ The persuasiveness of the*whole book consists in the quiet strength and

consequent assurance with which it marshals all the facts and reasons which
it is good for all, temperate and intemperate, to know on this great and vital
question. The very style of the book is a lesson in the virtue of témperance ;
even where the strong facts and arguments in hand would have betrayed some
zealous advocates of abstinence into the kind of rhetoric that has been known
to drive its hearers to the public-house. The first impulse of any one who
reads this book, whoever he is, and whoever his neighbour is, will probably be
to say to his neighbour, < Read it.” May we respectfully echo the hope of the
Cardinal Archbishop, that the managers of our Catholic schools will hasten to
place 7%e Catholic Temperance Reader in the hands of their scholars.”’—
Messenger of the Sacred Heart. T

““ Beyond all doubt this Catholic Temperance Reader deserves the attention
of the Irish public, and particularly of the Irish clergy. . . . We sincerely
-congratulate both Father Cologan and Sir Francis Cruise on the good work
they bave performed, convinced, as we are, that its good effects will be felt for

niany a day, and will be fully shared in by many of our own poor country-

men.”’—J7rish Ecclesiastical Review.

** Temperate speech has not always been the characteristic of the temperance
advocate ; ‘and the narrowness and one-sidedness of temperance literature has
more often than not defeated its own purpose. The cause of temperance is a
great cause, too vital to be spoiled by ignorant treatment. To any one who
considers for a moment the thousand and one evils that flow from intemperance
that greatness is appallingly evident: . . .- The book has been compiled by
‘Father Cologan, who has had the advantage of the assistance of so eminent a

man in the medical world as Sir Francis Cruise. ~ Its statements may therefore’

_be accepted with confidence. It places the whole question of the use and
abuse of drink in the clearest light.”— 7 wb/et. R :

~ ‘“We congratulate' the Catholic Truth Society on the new Catholic Tem-
perance KReader which it has-just published ; Father Cologan and Sir F. R.
Cruise on having prepared the work ; and his Eminence Cardinal Vaughan on
having stamped it with his approval and expressed the hope that the Managers
of our Catholic schools will see their way to include it in the list of books
which they place in the hands of their scholars for reading purposes.”—
Catholic Times. : :

‘“Since the death of Cardinal Manning the temperance movement in the.

Catholic Church in Britain has somewhat languished, and this work should do
much to arouse increased vigour in-the movement, particularly amongst the
rising generation, for the book is primarily intended for use in the Catholic
elementary schools.  But as it contains such an array of well-marshalled facts,
the work should prove acceptable also to all those 'who have the canse™df
temperance ‘at ‘heart.”—Sowuth Wales Dazly News.
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INTRODUCTION

THE following pages aim at presenting a brief sum-
mary, not a detailed exposition, of Catholic teaching
on modern social conditions. They deal only with
the general symptoms of the disease and the root
principles of the remedy. But the disease is so acute
and the non-Catholic remedies advocated are often so
plausible and so mischievous that all true Christians,
in virtue of their faith, must try to realize what is
wrong and bestir themselves to right it in the only
effectual way. Our modern civilization, although
originally inspired by Christianity, is now infected with
un-Christian elements. The grinding of the faces of the
poor, the “sweated” labour of women and children,
the denial of real religious education to the young,
the degrading conditions of slum-life, the callous
selfishness of many capitalists, the abuse of riches in
mere pleasure-seeking, the unfair incidence of what
should be common burdens, the tax which unjust rent-
contracts lay on the thrift and industry of tenants,
the curse of chronic unemployment, the encourage-
ment of the vice of intemperance and gambling, the
“social evil” of our streets, the falsehood and im-
morality that degrade the Press—all these and other
forms of hardship and injustice and lawlessness, which







































