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" IRELAND AND THE LAY
APOSTOLATE"®

We should not be blind to certain dangers that threaten
our Catholic way of life. There src same who, infected by &
spirit of secularism and false Liberalism, seek to withdraw from
the jurisdiction of the Church questions in which a moral i5sue
is clearly at stake, Our people, moreover, no longer enjoy the
same isolation ss in former times, Through the Cinema, the
Radio and the imported Press, and even some sections of the
national Press, they are subjected to the constant impact of
anti-Christian ideas, and are made familinr with standards of
conduct wholly at variance with Catholic ideals. The spirit
of materialism and of indifference or hostility to all religion
is mot the monopoly of Atheistic Communism, but is widespread
in circles which in practice ignore God and His claims to our
allegiance. Frequently in these days Irish Catholicism is made
the target of attacks by writers who claim to be progressive
and representative of the modern mind. We are charged with
being narrow, intolerant, medieval in our outlock, because we
continue to respect the Ten Commandments, and retain our
sense of sin and of personal responsibility to our Creator, which
has been lost by many of the post-Christians of our time. We
are accused of puritanism and of an unnatural attitude to séx,
because we condemn promiscuity and uphold the sanctity of
married life. Owur system of censorship has been virulently
assailed, though impartial observers would, I believe, admit
that it has done much to check the Aood of indecent literature
which can have such a baneful influence on young and
immature minds.

# Eyiract from Lemten Pastoral, 1957, of Hir Eminence Tokn

Cardinal [ Alton, Avchbishop of Armagh and Primate of All

Ireland, For complete text zee C.T.S. Booklet " The Lay
Apostolaze ™ (SE.89).
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YOUR VOCATION IN THE
LAITY

- By Paul Hilsdale, S.J.

Dear Bobh and Judy,

I have written thi=s as a long personnl letter to yon, an
imagined Judy, and you, a very real Bob. One of you is
now (I hope) about {o read it. ¥es it's “ just the thing™
for Dick and Jane, too; but please don't put it in your pocket
for one of them. Read it yourself first!

Apologies to Judy, though, I hope you don’t mind being
called a layman all through thls letter. But not even the
large dictionary glves a word laywoman, So please blame
Webster, not me, If this annoys you!

THE ROLE OF THE LAITY

First, a don't. Let's get it out of the way. The rest of
this letter will be positive

Don't ever say to yourself: “I'm only a layman" 'If
vou do, the chances are you're not belng humble; you're
¥ing to shirk responsibility and gel out of work—telling
yourself that priests are carefully trained in things religious,
and sinee you're “just a layman ™ you'd better leave the
hard religious work In the parizsh to the experts,

No one 1s only a layman. You're especially 4 layman,
Thig-was driven home by the first Pope In the fArst papal
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encyclical: “ You are a .chosen race, & royal prlesthood, a
consecrated nation, a people God means to have for Him-
| zelf: it is yours to proclaim the exploits of the God who has
called ¥ou out of darkness into His marvellous light."

IRREFLACEABLE YOU

T don’t want this letter to be an exhortation or sermon.
I'm not even going to tell you about speclfic Church organi-
sations such as the Sodality, Legion of Mary, Holy Name
Soclety, Young Christian Workers, ete. There are plenty
of books and pamphlets you can read about them, I wa
this to be just a statement of fact: what your position
as a layman, in the Church and in the world,

Radic and TV. propaganda and 20th century
advertising sink deeper into our minds than we realise,
Bomehow we've got to neutralise the poison. We've got to
develop a clear awareness of why we're on earth. What's
the purpose of life.

fiod has a speclal plan just for yott. He has a job only
you can do. And if you don't, it just won't be done, In
Christ's mind, and in His heart you mean muech more than
the whole material world. You're more important than all
the planets, stars, and galaxies of this universe.

But we keep forgetting this. We llve in an assembly-
line, machine civilisatlon. We stay home from factory one
day, and another is hired to take our place, The job goes
on just as well without us. We've come to feel that we're
as replaceable as the machines,

For that matter, in the factory you are decldedly
replaceable. But in the kingdom of Christ you are most
certainly not replaceable.
to get across. (

L]

We live in an inter-planetary civillsation. We think
ourselves as atom-sized people, lost in the billlons of lght
years of astronomy and space travel, Gulileo was on the
right track when he tried to prove that the earth s not the
plvot of the universe (though his proaf really didn’t hold
water). But his modern disciples get way off the track when

| i

That's the first basic ldea I want
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they try to prove from this that mankind |5 just a passing
flicker, of no Importance in the evolution of the universe.
That's both science fiction and religious nonsense.

The fact s, of course, that long after our Milky Way
and its neighbouring zalaxies have dissolved Into space, you
and I and our friends will be just beginning to find our way
around the suburbs of heaven.

“THE SALVATION OF MANY DEPEMDS OW YOU ™

This you've got to really think about. It's not only your M\

( wn eternal life that's at stake, but the life of many others
a4 well. ‘There's a sobeéring thought, hard to believe; but
it's the clear teaching of Pope Plus X11 {n his encyclical on
the Mystical Body: * Deep mystery this, subject of inex-
haustible meditation: that the salvation of many depends
on the prayers and voluntary saffering which the members
of the Mystical Body of Jesus Christ offer for this intention.”

Start with this as a first prineiple. Golng on from

here you can begin to discover your role as a layman in the
world.

Admittedly God could deal with each of us by individual
revelations (something perhaps like the Protestants' notlon
of private interpretation of Scripture, where we would each
got gpuidance directly Irom God whenever we opened the
Bible), But as a matter of foel God planned differently.
He entrusted His way of salvation to 12 energetic Palestinian
workmen and to their suceessors, the bishops of the
Catholie Church., He made the sueccess of His plan depend
on the dedicated lives of the early Christian laity, whosze
Greek and Roman neighbours exclaimed, “8ee how these
Christians love one another,” then asked for baptism.

The szalyation, then, of future generations depends on
pur sueccess and mine in doing the Job God has asslgtied
us. Your fallore or mine would be a world failure. It's
hard to understand why He left His plan in such clumsy
hands. But He did. Really, I suppose, it's His suptreme
eompliment to our intelligence and free will. He could have
made us puppets, instead, He has incorporated us as His

b
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—

il



(] YOUR VOCATION IN THE LATTY

partners. Inone of her visions 8t. Catherine of Siena heard
this from Our Lord:

=71 ecould have bestowed on men all that they need for
body and for soul; but I wished them to be in need of each
other, that they may be my ministers, distributing the graces
and presents that I give them ...

“Won see, then 1t s that they may exereise the virtue of
charity that T have made them my minlsters, and that I
have placed them in different states wlith unequal oppor-
tunities. This shows you that there are In My house many
mansions, yet In them there iIs nothing I desire but love.”

¢

WHAT'S A LAYMAN ?

First, I've got to clear up the preclse meaning of this
word, laity, that we've been discussing.

The word orlglnally meant a “specially chosen people,”
In ancient Greece, Homer sang of the loog of Agamemnon,
the king's chosen followers. And that's the basic meaning
In the Church also—you are the chosen followers of Christ
the King, called apart from the world to save the world
That was the meaning Our Lord had in mind at the Last
Bupper: "1 am not asking that thou shouldst take theém
out of the world, but that thou shouldst keep them clear
of what is evil . .. I have sent them into the world on my
errand . .. it is not only for them that I pray; I pray for
those who are to find falth in Me: through thelr world.”

In this sense, then, you are special followers of Christ,
eommissioned to do 2 job no one elze can do,

Tn the course of the centurles the word has taken ona
more specific meanive. 8o that now 1t refers to those among
His special fellowers who haven't been ordalned priests and
haven't joined a rellgivus congregation.

The Chureh is made up of laymen and religious, priests,
and bishops, all united under the Pope, the visible head of
the Church. Christ, as I've already said, chose not fo insplire
gach of us directly but to work through these lines of com-
munigation; The structure of Pope, bishop, priest, layman

YOUR VOCATION IN THE LAITY 7

is “mierarchical " nol demoeratle, Le., a holy rule from the
top down (with Christ directing at the top), not a merely
human rule by majority vote from the bottom up.

FROM FOOD TO BODY

The description of the hierarchieal Church that has
most meaning for me is the Church as Christ's Mystleal
Body. Now I'm golng to describe the obvious. But it's g0
Important, I've really got te spend time on it For when
you zee clearly how a natural body lives, it's much easier

(u see how the Mystical Body llves and where you fit into

nat Iife,

You were born with a brain, a central ne 5
internal and external trgans. Fartunately thgnauﬁ ;:ﬂ;l:;
together, and you grew up, Eventually the bie day eame
when you could feed yourself. Baby fingers reached out
Eraszped a tempiing piece of cake, stuffed it Into your mnut.hl
and you gurgled it down with milk Then began the process:
of digestion and assimilation. Lifeless pratein -and starch
were broken down, then bullt up Into tremendous complex
molecules, Eventually they were transformed into living

cells of your body, cells Kept alive by vour
soul's life, ¥ your soul, sharing the

Thus you grew to physical maturity. Wha
passive, external food mnd drink has :{uw netﬁmtﬂic?sﬂrcf
lving cells. These cells naw obey the directives of narve:
&nd brain; they now help your body develop even further
For example: as cells of finger, hand ar arm they In thei::
turn now bring more food to vour mouth. They help assimi-

late more of the lifeloss autside world and tr
fully living tissue. ansform it Into

( FROM DEATH TO LIFE

There's the basle picture of the M ;
¥ystical Body, I've
d_ﬂlheratel_r emphasised one of the many things n.y body's
new cells may be expected to do—to help assimilate more

food—because I want to set up a pleture of vo
obligations, your apostolic
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gence and freedom. You're not supposed to be robots under
the push-button remote control of the hierarchy. You're
expected to use your intelllgence to the full, to plan and
think, to suggest, to move with foresight and initiative.

Not to use your mind, not to plan and suggest, can be
a s5in of omisslon.

I'm afrald this is. much forgotten. Those who should
be writing editorials for the diocesan newspapers too often
prefer to read the clergy's edltorials instead, And those
who should be organising Catholic action in their parish
Just sit down, hoping the priest will get sround toit. Bome-
imes they have an excuse: they tried once and got their
iingers burnt, so now they're going to be ¥ obedient children
of the Church,” trying to eamouflage ill-feeling under the
plous mask of literal obedience?

Keep this in mind when you meet with opposition, for
wounded self-love leads to the worst kind of defeatizm.
The Church reallses you're a mature, Intelligent “ e¢ollabo-
rator in the apostolate of the hilerarchy ” though some of
her priests may not,

You've heard prople complaining that the clergy want
to do everything; they don't want the help of the laity.
Usually, as I said, the objectors are only trying to get out
of work. But even when they have a just complaint the
solution Is to begin tactfully to do something. It was the
Ialty's Inactivity that brought on much of the problem. In
his book, For Men of Action, Yves de Montscheuil pin-
pointed the difffeulty:

"If the faithiul do not have the courage to assume their
responsibilities and if they develop the habit of trying to
cover themselves unnecessarily with a declsion of authority,
there 15 the danger of giving the eclergy the unfortunate
habit of intervening too much in the choelee of temporal
nstitutions. After that, one would be out of order in com-
plaining of a clerieallsm which he has provoked and has
made practleally necessary by his own pusillanimity.”

In general, the greater health of the Mystical Body
demands that decisions be made by those who are best able
to make them. There's no sense In the pastor trying to

The Mystical Body is made up of parts that are speclally
co-ordinated, like the parts of your natural body. There 15
the visible head (the Pope), there are visible nerve connec-
tions that convey the directives of the head to hands and
feet, ete. (the bishops through their priests to the laity)
It is primarily through the outside organs—tongue, hands,
fingers, ete. (the laity)—that the head contacts the putside
world,

Before your Baptlsm you were not a member of t?le
Mystical Body; you did not llve by Christ's supernatural
life. Then some living member of His Body came along,
took you to Church, and poured Into you the grace (
Baptlsm—incorporating you (digesting you) into the livin
Body of Christ. Strengthened by Confirmation and
nourished by the Eucharist you have now become a strong
member of the Chureh.

- You must be ready to obey the head. A hand is nat
much of & hand if it refuses to move when the head com-
mands: “ take up that pen and write . . ." A tongue s not
much of & tongue if 1t refuses to give volce to the ideas the
mind wants to express. So as o layman you must not only
be spoken o by the Pope and bishops, you must also be
spoken through. Through you, and possibly through you
alone, can Christ's volce reach your children, your nelgh-
bours, your buddies In the factory or In the shop.

* The doctrine of the Mystical Body of Christ s a difffeult
doctrine,” said Cardinal Gracias, Archblshop of Bombay,
“ hut the difficulty iz of a special kind . . . the difficulty is
to grasp that the Church really means if, and that we are
what this doctrine says we are”

As o layman then, you are an essential, irreplaceable
contact between Christ’s Church and the outside world.

MNEEDED : INTELLIGENCE AND INITIATIVE (

This comparison between your growth fs a baby and
your growth as a member of the Mystieal Body is accurate
as far o5 it goes. Omly 1t doesn't go far enough. Hands,
feet and tongue do what they're told, blindly, But the
members of the Mystical Body are endowed with Intelll-
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install an alr-conditioning system if some of his parishioners
are refrigeration experts. Thelr work. besldes saving monaey,
frees the priest for lectures, eonfesafons and spiritual direc-
tion. That example iz obwvious; 'but the same holds for
labour-management decizsions and family problems. You
can't wait for prophetic decizsions from the hierarchy;
they're ‘walting for you. You've got to study the sorclal
teachings of the Church, learn the general principles, then
try to adapt them to your partlenlar union or your par-
ticular businéss. The same goes In your family life. The
Church tells you what attitudes and what kind of a

Christian character your children should have; she wantge.
you to suzgest the best means of achleving this In view ;

modern televizsion, films, advertising and education,

That's why the encyclicals are sometimes annoyingly
vezue and general But the Pope regpects your compelence
as & layman (and he respects the bralns of writers and
‘educators in each country who will try to apply the en-
eyclleal to local needs). Therefore, he prefers not to com-
miand “ Do this, do that. Go here, go there)! Rather he
says, " Study this economic problem, this social system.
Here's the Catholie faith. Now work out a just solution in
terms of that falth, We must work togelher to restore all
things in Christ."

MEEDED: DIAPER SPECIALISTS

Some people seem to think that the reason the laity
has to start moving is that there aren't enough priests and
slgters todo the: job. Well, there aren't; but that's got
nothing to do with the case, except to suggest that wou
start praying now that God ecalls some of your children.

From the long billd-up I've glvenn the ldea of the

Mystical Body, you can ses, without my spelling it out, l-hs.[

Christ needs you, & layman, not because He s short o
priests but because he needs specialists In your fleld He
needs specialists in atomle energy and In floor sweeplng,
partieularly speecialists in diaper changing, Some of my
priest friends qualify in the first two; you've gob no com-
petition in the last)
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The way you take care of these malerigl jobs is im-
portant, for ot these you will be judged at the end of the
world.

“When the Son of Man comes In His glory . . . He will
gay bo those who are on his right hand: * Take possession
of the kingdom which has been prepared for you since the
foundation of the world, For I was hungry, and you gave
Me food, thirsty, and you gave Me drink: I was a stranger
and you brought Me home, naked and you clothed Me,
slok- and you carsd for Me, & prisoner and you came to
Me . . . Believe me, when you did It to one of the least of

¥ brethren here, you did It to Ma'" (Matt, 25: 31-41),

And this doesn't mean just distributing baskets to the
poor at Christmas-time, or glving a sandwich to a beggar at
the door. God demands that you use wour braings in his
gervice, To “feed the hungry, and clothe the naked " with
a world population of two and a half billion, you've got to
do a better job of sowing wheat. You have to help dam
rivers, construct homes, and develop stomic energy; you
have to work for pesce In labour-management relations, for
a great Improvement In your distriet school, for honesty in
local and mnatlonzal politles.

You're not free to shirk this responsibility. I know you
can't tackle single-handed the immense job of reforming
the world, But that's the devil's worst temptation. After
you've batted away his whispered “I'm only & layman™
then he winds up with this curved ball, * Well, I really do
have an Important job; but it's so biz I'd have to be a saint
to do it. Anyhow I can’t do it, s0 I can't be a saint ... I
guess I'll Just muddle through™

In the last half of thiz lstter I'm zoing to Lrvy to show
that there are plenty of opportunities of belng fully a

( atholic right in your daily life. You won't have to o

anything new af all—merely do it better. (If you love some-
ong, really love; 1f you say grace at meals, really make it
& prayer, etc). Later on.God may shove you Into more
demanding situations, but thal. won't be your problem for
some time, So don't let the devil worry you. First things
first.
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Let me hammer down once and for all the fact that
Christ really demands your collaboration, and that doing
nothing is a sin of omission, Then we'll go on to what
in general you can do. Cardinal Graclas gave a celebrated
address to the 1951 World Congress of Catholic Action, In
it he stated:

“There are many Catholies who are sincerely, but
mistakenly convinced that they have not only no abligation
to engage in apostolic work but also thal it iz mo business
of theirs. It cannot be stressed sufficiently, therefore, that

participation in the apostolate by the laity Is not o mattegf™

of cheice buf of obligation. One may choose the form
the apostolate according to one's aptitude or circumstances,
but choose one must.”

PARTLY A MATTER OF WORDS

Cardinal Gracias speaks of the apostolate of the laity;
T've spoken of your vocation, also of the mission of the laity,
and of Catholic Action. To avold confusion let me say that
T'm using them all with about the same meaning. The
word mission, for example (from the Latin verb * to send "),
was used by officers in the last war when they sent special
missions agalnst the enemy, The mission of the laity, then,
means something you're sent to do by Christ your Com-
mander. And the word apostolate s merely the Greek
original for the Latin, missig, the “ Apostles™ being those
specially sent by Christ to carry on His work. Next, vooa-
tion. I donm't see any reason for limiting the word to the
priestly or religlous life: it means “a call™ and, as I've been
trying to show, Christ is really calling on you to get in there
and pitch. Lastly, there's always a problem when peocp

speak of Catholic Action (C.A. In capitals) for in Europe s

come to mean one specific organisation. Here I'll always be
speaking about Catholie action (small “a™} referring to the
basic idea of actively putting your talents to the service of
Christ, whether sllently praying for others or openly giving
them & hand.
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° YOUR THREE BATTLEFIELDS

1f the Church were a bowling society your contribution
would, I suppose, be anything that promoted bowling,
whether as pin boy or advertising artist. Well, the Church
is a soclety whose one purpose is to extend through space
and time the work of Christ. * As the Father sent Me," He
said. T also send you” His work was to teach, to rule and
to sanctify. So, that’s the work of the Church and your
collaboration with her will be in one of those three fields.

[ TO CO-OPERATE

This calls for an aside. When Donald Attwater was
asked to write an article on the role of the laity in the
Church, he began by saying: “If you want me to put it
explosively, the answer is ‘None' That's an important
answer, especlally when it comes from & leading  English
layman. He went on to explain that the whole body acts,
not the parts separately. (It is I, not my Angers that shake
your hand. It is I, not my tongue that Says “ helle.")
Therefore, 1t's more important to speak of the role of the
Church than the role of the laity. 1've seen articles about
the “emancipation of the laity.,” The phrase Is dangerous.
We want the emancipation of the Church; we want it to be
free from any internal sickness that would shackle Its acti-
vity. Any growth in a body that is not controlled from the
head is a forelgn growth, a cancer. We must keep the Body
of Christ free from the anarchy of spiritual cancer, ires
from internal jealousies, discord and lack of trust.

Thiz, I'm convineed, is something you're golng to have
to work on right from the beginning. No matter how bril-
liant your idea, If you ecan't work it out in collahoration
yith your pastor then drop it. Or, if it's really important,
refer it to the bishop, and never act against his decislon.
Keep In mind what I've sald about the Church as the Body
of Christ, directed by Him from the top down; and then
remind yourself that any growth, no matter how healthy
ard vigorous, that is not under the general control of the
head 15 a cancerous growth—a marvellous cancer, maybe,




14 YOUR VOCATION IN THE LAITY

but still a cancer. That will help to keep your actions in
line,

TO TEACH

As a layman you share the Chureh's, Christ's, mission
of teaching, rullng and sanctifylng.

As a teacher you are almost exclusively responsible for
your children’s falth. What you tell them sabout Chriss
and the Church " goes.” They will take your word, and this
is a5 God Intends. Further, it's o well-Enown fact that
child’s fArst idea of God is an ldea of ltas father, enlarg
and projected Into heaven. That's a frightening thought,
for it means that ypou've got to try to be really like God,
firm and just, yet affectionate and loving.,  Otherwise, your
child will grow up with horrible notlons of God—He wiil
" imagine that God is a tyrant who bears grudges, or a weak
thing that can be pushed around, or a selfish person who
Just doesn't care much about anyone other than Himself,

I think If more parents reallsed how much Christ had
them In mind when he sald, “ Golng, therefore, teach you
all nations , . ." they would be running to the nearest
Catholle bookstores to brush up on their lessons and to buy
a supply of new, brilliantly-coloured children's books, And
owners of Catholic bookstores would again begln to eat
three meals a day!

In your family circle, then, you're the teaching voice
of the Church. That doesn't mean, of course, that you can
make up nice storles about what you think the Church is.
Tou've always got to check with the officlal teachers, the
bishops. It's the bishop's responsibillly to provide good

religious teaching and preaching In hls discese, He cant

do all the preaching himself, so0 he authorizses certain pries
to preach. Not everyone ecan preach, only those to whom
the bishop has delegated Jurlsdiction,

It's thecoretically possible, T suppose, for a bishop to
authorise a layman to preach and refuse permission to all
‘the local clergy. But you needn't worry, becanse he's for-
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bidden by the present Code of Canon Law to appoint &
layman to presch in church,

You won't have to preach, but you may be asked tp
teach eatechism, For, In the same Code of Canon Law, the
bishop and the loeal pastor are encouraged to enlist your
ald in teaching Christlan Doctrine, (In mission lands lay
catechists now outnumber priests ten to one.) In most of
our citles the priest has sisters he egalls on 1o help tegch
catechism, But if yon think there are enough sisters, just
gee what happeéens when you volunteer to heln them!

( This catechetleal Instruction, If you can make time for

is a direct, almost official kind of Church teachine.
Obviously It's tremendously important and has to be under
the close supervision of the hierarchy.

Mozt of your work, however, will be more indireet and
unofficial—though not less essentinl. Yoo recelve Catholic
truth from Christ, “ telephoned™ down through the hiep-
archy, This you pass on in private conversation to non-
Catholics and to less-instructed Catholles. It's up to yon,
for example, to understand and Justify the Catholie position
on labour unlons and on the responsibilitles of labour and
of business. It 1s up to you to explain the Church’s teaching
on diverce, birth-contrel, and other hotly-contested modern
lssues,

Feople who would suspeet me of self-Interest and saying
something * because he has to" will be convinced by one
or two casual sentences {rom you, For they know you don't
get pald to preach; you've got nothing to gain by sticking
to the * party-line! ¥You must actually anderstand what
you're saying, or at least believe it

Finally, your actions speak much louder than your

(_-Drd.ﬂ-. Chiist taught by 30 vears of chisel, hammer and

4w by a lite devold of riches, lavishing His love on the

unloved; by offering His Ufe silently om the eross. Tt s
Iargely from His example that His few recorded spoken
words draw their extraordinary power,

So when you reveal Christ's jov in your family life you
are " preaching” Cathollelsm to everyone on the block.
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A Catholic employer, showing Christ's concern for his more
inefficient employees, is teaching in modern contexlt what
Christ taught by His concern for the poor on the streets
and In the workshops of Palestine. A Catholic machinist
I know almost lost his job recently when he tore a nude
picture from above his lathe and replaced it with a beantiful
calendar scene. His action was the most effective of sermons
on the dignity of womanhood and in the end his courage
won the respect of his fellow-workers.

Ta share in the teaching power of the Church, you
dgon't.- have to do something speciacular or learned You

merely have to go about your dally life with evident hunestq.

and integrity. The best and least suspect type of preac

is always sanctity of life. St Peter cltes the case of stub-

born men who were to be won for the Gospel " not by word,

but by the example of their wives,” and he specifies; “by
_thelr modesty and reverence.”

TO RULE

To Pllate’s question " Art thou a King then ™ Christ
replied, “For this was I born, for this came I into the
world ...."

Pope and blshops, successors to the Apostles, possess
the only juridieal power In the Church. ' Some of it they
delegate to priests. History is full of tragic situations where
the laity tried to galn control of the Church, sometimes,
unfortunately, with econsiderable suceess. In Fliche-
Martin's great Church History there 15 a whole volume
entitled The Church atf the Mercy of the Laity It names
the 10th century, “ the century of iron,"” when the German
emperor played with the papacy fs money barons used to
play with the stock market. In early Church histo
Constantine tried to rule the universal Church. In recei‘_
times lay administrators tried to dletate to individual
parishes., Probebly you remember vaguely from history class
how the 'Trustee System™ got out of hand in Celonial
Americad. When priest and layman -disagreed about what
should be preached, the lay administrators who controlled
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the parish funds simply locked the priest out and closed the
chureh. They seemed to have had the ldea that priests,
like many Protestant ministers, recelved their power “from
the consent of the governed" rather than directly from
Christ through the Sacrament of Ordination.

I'm afraid the abuses of this Trustee System have set
the laify back many years In America. Only slowly,
and with many misgivings, are laymen being permitted
asain to administer Church funds, to direct Catholie
eharities, and to organise Catholle schools. The more these

alrs can be turned over to lay specialists the more time

(ﬂgld energy priests will have to prepare sermons, hear con-

fessions, visit the sick, and form lay apostles. Anything you
can do to help in this lne in your eouniry?

INDIRECT CONMTRIBUTION

But if you ean't help in the direct administration of the
Church, your daily indireet contribution can be invaluable,

When I was trying to teach in high school I remember
praying on the first day of class: ' Let there be at least two
or three well-behaved ehildren whe will set a pattern for
the rest.” Just @ few can make a class a4 howling success,
or just & howling class. The authority of the teacher de-
pends so much on how It is received by the leaders,

So the effectlve power of a pastor in his parish depends
tremendously on how willingly you co-operate with him.
If you give visible witness to the jov of Christian' life, eti-
thusiastleally accepting the Church’s Commandments,
never undermining the authorlty of the pastor, then Christ
will really be able to Tule in that parish,

{' Bd Marciniak, vice-president of the AFL-CIO News-
paper Guild, sald that the average man “nnderestimates
the Iimportanee of soclal iInstitutions In his  life,
and overestimates his own ability to influence his
environment . . . Don't sell short the thing that happens
when @ group of workers sit down to study the words of
Christ” Your efforts to universalise the rule of Chrizt the




18 YOUR VOCATION IN THE LAITY

King must bring into existence social institutions that
enable people to obey Him. You must encourage housing
projects with homes for large families: woarking hours thst
enable people to worship God on Sunday: recreations that
do not encourage sin; in short, living and working condl-

tiohs that foster personal responziblilty and a sense of
human dignity.

Again, however, these are things: you may be able to
do only in the future. At present you can make a really
great contribution just by your example of joyous ready
obedience to God's laws, “ Living In such a way ” sccordin

to the phrase of Cardinal Suhard “that your life would
Inexplicable if God did not exist.*

o TO SANCTIFY

The world becomes holy by (1) the sacarments, (23
prayer and good works,

There's one sacrament that priests in the Western
Chureh are forbidden to administer, Only laymen can glve
it. In the marriage ceremony, bridegroom and flances
administer the Sacrament of Matrimony to each other, The
priest Is present merely as the Church’s official witness

There's another sacrament you may administer when
necessary, Baptism., (And dom't forget how, because one
of these days you'll come upon a wreck when it's too late
for a priest to be called and you suspect that the dying
person has never been baptized.)

The other five sacraments can be glven only by a priest
or bishop. But even they will not sanctify the world witho
your collaboration, for they confer mo grace unless yo
recelve them with correct disposition. That's another most
Important fact that I wish more Catholies would remember:
the amount of grace you receive from a sacrament depends
on how” well disposed you are to accent it. The more
generous and open your heart, the more grace you will bring
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down into your soul—and through you into this parched
world.

The second way to sanctify the world 1s by your prayers
and good works, It's nob just a polite formula when a
priest asks for your prayers. He knows that without them
he can talk and talk and talk without even denting a per-
son’s heart: but he's seen near miracles take placed when
his words are backed up by the prayers of others. Please
don't forget this!

Your most effective prayer, of courss, is the Sacrifice
f the Mass., I don't want to branch out here into what i=
= Mass: you've got excellent books and pamphiets on the
subject. Let me just remingd you that at Mass you and the
priest join to offer Christ’s eown prayer to the Father in
heaven., True, & misslonary can offer Mass In an isolated
grass hut all alone; but still it s not only his prayer that
is belng offered to the Father, but the prayer of all
Christians in the world who are joined in the Mystical Body
to Christ, the one sacrificer. That is why in the Morning
Offering you pray: “I offer thee my prayers, works, joys and
sufferings . . . in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
throughout the world”

I you're really serious about collaborating with Christ
in sanectifying the world, you'll do everything you can to
make possible daily Mass. (Sometimes, I realise, a family
makes thls simply impossible. If so, God will accept your
desire in place of the act: your dressing the children and
cooking breakfast wlll then most certainly be offered in
wition with the Holy Sacrifice.)

So much in too brief form, for your role as a layman
in the diréct sanctification of the world. Here again, as in
your power of teaching and ruling, you have an essential

( wlireet contribution to make drawing others to God by
example.

When people see vou rising early in the morning lor
Mass and making a visit during the day, they are drawn
by your example. You are beginning a kind of chain re-
action that is part of the sanctification of the whole world.
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FOR THE FUTURE

What 1 sald about developing social institutions that
favoured the rale of Chrizst applies also to institutions that
favour His sanctifying power—that enable people to be
more recepiive of His grace. Who will write liturgical songs
that fill the heart of modern man? Who will arrange them
and who will sing them? Who will design and bulld
churches whose glass and steel reveal the meaning of Chris-
tignity to the modern world as well as did the stone and
mortar of medieval Gothic five hundred years ago? Laymen
must teach in our schools the primacy of the spiritual, in
our public schools especially. Laymen will have to w
wholesome, constructive books for to-morrow. Laymeén w
have to deslen, edit and publish healthy magazines.

These are all things for the future, If you can’t do
them yourself, perhaps your children can. They are all
< part of the layman’s responsibility. If you have the talent
and show yourself willing, God will not be miserly with His
Erace;

SUMMARY

This letter has already grown pages longer than T in-
tended. But I had to go over with you a detailed analysis
of the Mystical Body, sinee that alonhe explains why the
Church’s mission has to be also your mission. As Pope Plus
HIT said, you the lalty * under the guidance of the common
Head, the Pope, and of the bishops . . . gre the Chtirch.™
Then I wanted to show you that your life, even now before
joining speeial Catholic action groups, is valuable in the
slght of Christ. For your whole day can be a powerful
Influence, directly and indirectly teaching, ruling and sanc-
tifying the world, (Though &lso, you should certainly lo
for an alert and active Catholic action group that w
accept you.)

I want to summarize all this, with special emphasis on
what should be your attitude to thls vocation as a layman
—as5 4 special Tollower, that is, of Christ.

YOUR VOCATION IN THE LAITY 21

Our world Is groping in the dark, cowering before the
sereach of sirens, despairing of the future. It is now that
you, as a member of the Catholic laity, should stand out
as & beacon of lght marking the road to safety, and assur-
ing the timid that “ Not a halr of your head shall perish "
without the will of your Father in heaven.

“T am the vine: you are the branches.” Such was Our
Lord’s deseription of His Church. This vine, planted In the

15t century, is now growing more vigorously than ever in
the sofl of the 20th century. Alive with the life of Christ

must mever think that sanctity means running away.
' the desert. Rather, you must go willingly to office or
actory, to supermarket and launderette, working “to
restore all things in Christ.” As expressed by Msgr. Hillen-
brand in one of his favourite figures: “Christ {hrust Him-
self into the anclent world at the Incarnation, so now He
thrusts you, the members of His Mystical Body, into the

modern world.”

As Christ made Himself totally present in the world,
s must you make yourself (and Christ In you) totally pre-
sent in your neighbourhood, In your work-group, in polltieal
lite, and if vou should happen to get the chance, in national
and international organisations,

This & dangerous assignment, dangerous for your own
soul, Bince you're working wholeheartedly in and with “the
world *; you will have to be doubly eareful not to work only
for this world, A spirituality of total presence in the world
can so easily degenerate Into a craving for suceess here
helow., That's Secularism, the philesophy of modern adver-

tising and the slick paper journals.

( HOT WITHOUT TEARS

There's a Htmus test you can use to see how much of
this spirit you've unconsclously absorbed. What Is your
attitude to suffering, contradiction and failure?

The lay apostle will never walk far along the block
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before he meets someone who asks him to help ecarry a
cross. Your attitude to that eross must be totally different
from that of the passing ecrowd. By the courage and readi-
ness with which you Iift it to your shoulders, you will pro-
claim to the world your allegiance to Christ who has led
the way and tapght us the value of suffering,

I'm afrald that my emphasis in this letter on the active
virtues may cause you to undervalue patience in adversity
and long-suffering love. It is the sick and the erippled,
the aged and the dying who are winning for us the strength
to go out and work actively for Christ. Suffering of itself

has no value; but the prayer of loving aceeptance when y

sends you sorrow or pain will always be your most powerf
contributlon to Catholic actlon, It is an invisible force.
No one will praise you for the good it does: and no one will
thank you—but God!

-

BUT WITH HOPE AND JOY

Christ's journeys in Palestine led dellberately from
Bethlehem to Calvary, But the road did not end there: it
led from the tomb to the Cenacle, and up the gteep Slope
of the Mount of the Ascension. The Crucifixion would have
been meaningless without the Resurrection.

S0, in the Mystieal Body, there is bound to be suffering,
but it must never be a sufferihg divorced from hope and
joy. In your heart there must always be peace and a con-
victlon of his presence and love. And you will find that
this peace and deep-set Joy is the most powerful witness
you ecan give to Christ in the modern world,

Buech was the witness given by the ereatest of the lait
Mary, His mother. Her life was a pattern woven of t
divine and the ordinary, much as yours must be, In the
Christmas cave her whole job was to wateh her Child—
to see if He was eold and needed another coverlet; to find
if He was hungry; to see If He negded to be moved in his
cridle. She expected no miracles,. When she placed a
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blanket over the manger, she did not expect Him to reach
down and pull it around His shoulders (as God had wrapped
the sky around her shoulders), but she gently slipped her
hand under the Child’s head and pulled the coverings
warmly around Him.

And later, In Nazareth, she spoke with the Son of God
In His workshop, down In the village square, and at home
much as we speak with the sons of God on their way to
work, In their shops and offices, and at home in the evenineg.
Mary served in ordinary ways, by providing food, warmth,
shelter and friendship. Our gift will become more perfect
{. it approaches her manner of giving: always realising thas
i some mysterious way God is working through us, using
our rough hands and rougher speech In a patient appeal to
His other sons, the brothers of His First-born.

Your life as a layman will be frultful and pleasing to
God In so far as you share Mary's convictions and Mary's
love—co-operating with Christ In the growth of His Mystieal
Body as she co-operated with the growth of His physical
body.

You see, It's all very slmple, Your vocatlon as & layman
is to be yourselfl—to the full

Now you can close this letter, as you may have been
tempted to do before reading 1t and pass it on to Dick or
Jane as I suggested right on the first page.

Good bye and God bless you
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PRAYER OF POPE PIUS XII

Lord Jesus, who hast called us to the honour of making
our humble eontribution to the work of the apostolate of
the hierarchy, Thou Who hast prayed the heavenly Father,
not to take us out of the world, but to keep us from evil,
grant us in abundance Thy light and Thy grace that we
may overcome in ourselves the spirit of darkness and of
sin, so that conseious of our dufy, persevering in good, 1
flamed with zeal for Thy causc—by force of example, 4
prayer, of actlion and of supernatural living, we may becomea
each day more worthy of our holy mission, and more

__gualified to establish and promote among our fellow-men
Thy kingdom of justice, peace and love,

POPE PIUS XII

Prayer composed by the Holy Father on the occosion
of the First World Congress for the Loy Apostolate,
and Ffirst recited by Him with the delegates at the
solemn Audience of October 14th, 1951,

“NOW THIS IS ETERNAL LIFE : That they
may know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom Thou has sent” (St., John, 17: 3).

Millions are unaware of the erisfence of
the One True God

¢ 1]

YOU CAN PARTICIPATE IN THE APOSTOLATE OF

SPREADING THE TEACHINGS OF CHRIST AND HIS

CHURCH BY JOINING THE CATHOLIC TRUTH SOCIETY
OF IRELAND

The SBoclety has distributed over 60 million
pamphlets and $0 miition Catholle maga-
zines and newspapers sinee its foundsation.

Members of the Society help to subsidise
inexpensive Catholic literature which may
bring numerons souls eloser to God.

There are rlieh aplritual and other pryvlleges
attached to membership.

Write now for full particulars 1o :

THE CATHOLIC TRUTH SOCIETY OF IRELAND
VERITAS HOUSE
7/8 LOWER ABBEY STREET
DLBLIN




