BOOKLETS

SAINTS OF THE ROSARY SERIES. 32 pp. Price 3d.

Saint Thomas Aquinas—Universal Doctor of the Church. .

Saint Dominic—Founder of the Order of Preachers. | Ost mla e
Saint Raymond of Pennafort—Preacher and Canonist. i

Saint Louis Bertrand—Lamp of the New World.

Saint Pius—Pope of the Rosary. =3
Saint Peter, Martyr—Who wrote the Creed in his Blood. ( )
Saint Hyacinth—The Light of Poland.

Saint Antoninus—Archbishop and Reformer.

Saint Rose of Lima —Advocate of South America.

Saint Agnes of MontepulcianoDominican Contemplative.

Saint Catherine De Ricei-Valiant Lover of the Crucified.

Saint Albert the Great —Saint, Scientist and Scholar.

Saint Margaret of Hungary—Royal Saint, pp. 24.

Blessed Martin de Porres— Lover of the Sick and the Poor.
ALSO

Blessed Imelda. By Fr. H M. Gaffney, O.P. Price 2d.

St. Vincent Ferrer. By Fr. D. Fitzmaurice, O.P Price 2d.

DEVOTIONAL (Price 3d.)

With Mary at Communion )

Telling the Beads 8 . n

Mother Most Amiable by &Y B ERDeHE, Ot

Mother of Divine Grace

Fifteen Saturdays’ Devotion of the Holy Rosary—History,
Indulgences and Meditations

Remember the Dead by Fr. B. Larkin, OP.

Price 2d.

I Cannot Pray i

Prison and Keys i i "Hlp

The Assumption of Our by Fr. R. J. Roche, O.P. ( )
Blessed Lady

i | hq Frequent Communion of )

19;31111?1;@“ | by Fr. B. Larkin, O.P.

Confession Made Easy J

The Unspotted Mirror—Meditations on. the Stations by
AD.S.

Story—The Mystery of Irwin Wood by H. M. Gaffriey, O.P.




Mother Most Amiable

By R. J. ROCHE, O.P.
Fifth Edition

DOMINICAN PUBLICATIONS
ST. SAVIOUR'S, DUBLIN

Y
3
¥
H
b, " .
R R Y R LT R
ey

e e w
P FRER Lo o BF

0 help in increasing devotion to the Blessed Virgin is a
, gmt way of grace for our own Ssouls and the souls of
‘gthers. True, our Catholic people already love Mary; ‘
" devation to her springs from the very heart of Christianity

" and is entwined with the life and history of the Church, yet

mm is altoays room for more intense devotion, It is God’s
wm that we. anould, give ourselves enttrely to her guidance.

Many veura ago Father Faber, the celebraled convert,

_wrote: “ God is pressing for a greater, a wider, a stronger
‘devotion to Mary.” The words are equally true to-day, for
God 18 always pressing for greater devotion to the Virgin
- Mother. He has established her as the Mother of Divine
Grace and the Gate of Heaven. If this poor world of ours
- i8 1o return to _Gog it must be through Mary

In this booklet are set: forth a few simple thoughts on
the lovableness of Mary and on the whole-hearted manner
in which her children ought to rely on her. Perhaps the
. reader will be encouraged to do what in him lies for the

| spfead of intense devotion to our Most Amiable Mother, By

doing so he will render a real service to his jellow men in
these days of turmoil. The grace that comes through Mary.
" can subdue human passions and. bend even the proudest
wills. May we all realise that the strength of Hegven is at
her call, and may each one of us gontrzbute to the world’s .
welfare and to God's glory by a “ greater, wider and
strnger » devotion to her. N
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MARY IS OUR MOTHER ' o

: "mately at home In their devotions to the Blessed
 Viegin, ‘They speak to her,” he said, “as calmly

and ‘confidently as if she were their mother.”

That is exactly what we believe. Mary s our Mother, and

_Jha.s as much right to the title as our natural mothers have.

To realise this truth is one of the treasures of Catholic
education: whosoever lves up to the conviction that the -

- Blessed Virgin Mary is truly his mother is rich beyond all
_dreams and is wise with the wisdom of Heaven.

~ In saying that Mary is our Mother we do not mean only
that she has adopted us and loves us with a love resembling
that of a natural mother. Mary’s relationshlp to us goes
far deeper. A mother by adoption, although she may love
the children ‘deeply and sincerely, can never be qulte the

same as a natural mother: the fact always remains that

‘the children were not born of her. Adontion in‘the ordinary
‘sense 1§ only an external arrangement: it does not change

" natiral facts. And, for the same reason, the children who
" are adapted are not expected to resemble their foster-
_Daren§s nor to have- for them the intense filial afrection

that springs from the impulse of birth.
Mary 15 truly our Mother, the Mother of our souls: not

that she has created our souls, for creation is the work of

God alone but that their supernatural life has come through
her as truly as the physical life of the body comes through
our. aatural parents. Our supernatural life is the life of
grace, . Grace causes the soul to live before God and to be
capable of actions meritorious of eternal life. Grace may
be called. the life-force of the soul, and all grace comes*
through f.hg hands of Mary.'

I

i

1 See “ Mother ptl Divine Grace;” Dominican Pubhmtlons, sd.



‘grace. It is alive in the sense that it is able’to feel and,

. is physically dead

“of Heaven.®

_that it should be so. Such is the common teachmz of

. Flower) because they have a sister who is a canonized'Séint, :

as truly as Our Lord does. She loves my soul

4 o Moz-mm MOST AMIABL

To understand this more “fuily, recall to
to original sin every soul comes into this s

at owing
‘devold of

s es to some- Aittle ﬁctﬂre or si;atue'
ast read the exmessftm in her eyes

in due time, to use its reasoning powers, b
nothing whatsoam » towards attaining the -
Heaven. Supernaturally, it is 4s dead as a still-b

At Baptism a mirscié’ happens, the miracle
natural birth, the soul {8 bofs again in Christ.
Iifeless soul is joined on to Christ, the dead branch 13 gra
on the Vine, and at once the sap, the life-force or gtaee of
Christ flows into it. The soul is now alive supernaturally,
it becomes capable of performini Bf agtions which by God’s
gracious bounty will merit etern € e Eternal Father
sees the soul as a part or memberioi":‘ ‘Divine Son, and
therefore also as His own child and wi christ a -co-heir

And this supernatural birth of ours comes to us through
Mary.: Our Lord, in His love for Mary and for us, has willed

Catholic theologlans and writers, and hence she’ has eyery
right to be addressed by the sweet name of Mother, - i:he
Mother of our souls. ‘
For us then there is no orphanhood, nor loneliness in lite:
we have a wonderful Mother, who prepares for us a place in .
Heaven. Sometimes we hear people say how fortunate are,
for instance, the living sisters of Saint Théresé (The Little

§ _We know thét our Brother Wiii look upon ns with eyes of«i',-

f i f wh has die ‘ ‘ .
or those families of whom some infant member has died In and vaffection and mercy i-Ie cannot see us without.‘_ :

baptismal innocence. But there is no need for us
those fortunate ones. We all share a greater gift:
in Heaven a Mother who is not only a saint but the greatesb

of all the saints, and she is also the Mother of our
Each one of us can say: * I am Mary’s child, I belo]

as truly maternal as the love she has for Him,
to see me grow in virtue; she will grieve if I
oné deliberate venial sin.” Herein we have
additiona.l motive for avoiding all sin; not
ofi’er injury to Almighty God, but it hurts t}¥

does sin
oving heart -

1 Romans VIIL 1.



' patlence 15 mexhaustibleg she never utters :1

proagh no matter ‘what our conduct has been; &

S SIMPHCH‘Y OF MARY‘S LI
The simpllcity of Mary’s domestic ,lu'er

llved ahd moved amon_gs ;_people whorm
- higher. classes there might be some. ba
.-,betw '

‘, ; “deﬁaﬁg' h
that m e up pur own vé

THE IMMACU‘LATE CONﬂEPT N"
e Uty of Mary’s sout is far more’ enchanﬁﬁg‘
tha.t, Qf her natural qualities; she'ls so far abgve us that t
his cannot hope to know fully the treasures of
Enqwledge wﬂl ’b_e for'us one of the joys of He en .
-Mother fliliy '_n ﬁhe So' o




amy; ‘What' artist

] : for the’ .
‘How ‘she must Jove

, a perfect heéart.

\ove Him! She, mare than any of -

all the. beauty 6f Him, for He is the -

: , 1] ST biie 'She saw Him daily throughout His life: !

: &M‘S&Y of her comes to. - she: Baows! ’ﬂis thoughts, His love for men. Often in the
S : i s the most pertec . priva e 'must He have spoken to her of His Divine plans
fand most beau‘eiful being ‘h |on earth; apo s ( ‘She loved Him all the more because’ men rejected’

creatures she Is the hter of God the . {alinShe saw Him mocked, His beauty defiled. Her sublime

p Father, God’s own beauty s mn:rb d . :Pope Plus - a1, “‘untouched by dmss of earth g,ave 1tse1f to- Him in -
. IX, the Pontiff whose greatest glory it is to haye defl erfect surrender.. o

. the T nmaculate  Conception, writes: * ed Ul © " And now say: Mary loves me, too, ad her chﬂd she sees
B n abundahce of heavenly graces. greate . nie as'a part of Jesus, & member of Him: the life that He
~snd much great;er than that gran i proughtfrom Heaven stirs in my soul. "Her heart yearns for

me: hér arms reach out to enfold me; she offers" me a .

"r‘efuge from all danger she will carry me safely on my way :
R 4 only I wﬂl permit her 3

_MARY HAS sumnsn ron us

or us'is all the greater on account of what We'j i

ot B e - S : er.. . Tt 15 sald that the more: pain. & mother

, We have already qeen that Our Blessed Lady’ e foras R sutfer ‘m thel ,irth of her child the more ardently does she -
“ is the-love of-a mother for her children with one- t-ach” ‘ Mary the g,utfered 8 “lohg martyr-
of matemai loire she embraces her entirn family, namely, - o ;. dom in order 1;0 give us Supernatural lfe; “Although she

’ o) . did not actuany die a death of blégd she sufferecl more than

the martyrs or saints: she underwent unspeakable ;: ik

members ot His Mystica ‘B is: ’ ect ‘10 ¢ A ofiy ai the sight of Our Lord’s sufferings. “ All that the . =
ord: and,loves us with th e kind “"v" hatls and lance produced in the Body of Christ, ‘maternal
N-—NAIE e e 1 7 love:gs in the heart of Mary,” says St. Bernard., - We
L esus is'something alt her be I ne. t-some of the saints such as St. Francis of Asslst
o .We ‘have never known anythlng lke it; ou,d ' ] . ( vatherine of Siena were allowed as a great privilege =
- :i.it‘ ?erhaps we SR ] in the Passion and to receive In their bodies the. .
‘ Lol mys [ ‘of nails’ and spear and crown of thorns: e
rivilege of the bamts, how mueh greater .
pthat His Blessed  Mother. should share in * -
gony of. Our Blessea Lord :




It. wa,s a‘e the very peak oi' her sorrows t;ha.t Mary heard '

tha gentle words: * Behold thy Son.” - Our- Lord was dying,

7 _the'world had rejected Him, men’s heartlessness had broken

. Hig heart. Mary’s own heart was riven at the sight of His
desolate death, The: prophecy of simeon was fulfilled the
‘sword of sorrow had. blerc jer so
: By the 'C'ross
_Stood the
Our Lord chose. th‘

e thern in your keeplng be
her to.-«them as you have been to Me v

wn filial love Ior Ma.ry Thus does He seek to purify -
an a,ffeqtion ’by ralslng it above all the netty selfish,

'S 39m1dren shou‘ld love her and Mary‘ g
\ tolow Hlm. We oannot lndeed _

gther we sna.n thlnk alsn
od by her aide of old, and

,'llhe
devotion to Mary 1s given to usf in Baptlsm. :
at acrament is received there is somethms of

y us: His supernatural life flows into our souls.
‘Him, to share His dispositlons we are

EOA




Wered upon us."
13 _e to Christ our»

faVours on them ¥

 MARY AN’D THE Amsw ;'rt—

Whosoever Would be of service to souls, beé he priest or .
Jayman must. himself be ‘devoted to Mary ahd must seek to

im"lant this devotion in the hearts ‘of others. . All eamesb

ostolic workers lmow by exnerience that devotion tp he )
ore good than books or sermons no matter ‘how -

» WO;t'k will be successful Ther& is'an mvisible power Workin"g‘ ,
. “In souls, and that power is divine grace given through
) Mary Daily one sees examples of it: a sick-¢

the nick of time, heart is touched a prodig
soul dies in grace. Some. missionary priest .

that matter may be the mstrument of tha
“happy death, but the real cause under God is ‘M
Mistress and zealous mother of souIs i

‘beneath. her mantle all the poor benighté

’ souls for whom her Son has died Where:

MOTHER MQ&T AM IABLE

vt 5 single e:igm Hatl Mary to be sald,
&ndaxeda real md solzm »servle to. soa}s 7,’_; R

Th ,jfas of Aqum“ has some very mteresting remarks
“Subject of cheerfulness jn the service of God.: He

s that « devotion ought to cause gladness in the- scml L
- sbeéause- 11': brings the soul close to God. - As God is. the
: i‘—fsource of: all happiness, there should be no melancholy in

'servlng Hlm One wonders if the Ahgelic Doctor was think- .

. ingof ‘eertain gloomy souls, who, in spite of pious practices, - -
_ retaln unpleasant characteristics: they. are “reserved, cold,.

unsmﬂing, unaffectionate, even harsh. Instead of at’eract}ng

tq the service of God they Are: apt to repel us from aspi;ing

-hearted unsélﬂsh
dw severe1y

f them "all, She bossessm the most beautirul

, sition, purified. perfected, made sublime by
&'cannot help loving her, and being attratted by -
8, Speaking humanly, we may: say that Our Lord
have done for us. anything more tender and




1 e ot hoimess ; m her We see hu
most amiable by union with Christ. Thre
ner Christ ma‘kes Hig' way into our hearts

‘ uzzling world -old vices
‘-‘;A.'by new. andmiskeadﬁxg: ﬁmes* deceittul words :

* lure-men away from Gio le
 sensuality is called  trep

the writ of God no longer fif

“claim the: right 10 direct human conéuct imdependently oﬁ

; ;Him )
s ;;Through such an insane world we m’txst. make our way.
- And; under. God, ‘our-guide is the Blessed Virgin Mary. Bhe
g dur Protector, our. Advisor, our. Mether: i :

2 eternals interests- at heatt: she possesses: the. kﬁowledge 'and
~ . the prudence whence wise counsels spring. - -Of ‘her are true o
- -the words of Ecclestasticus, ch, 24, v. T: “Her thoughts - are '

. more vast than the sea, and her counsels ‘more deep than

' the ocean.” Of a truth, such a guide is to be lovingly obeyed,
s ,a guide whose counsels come from Our Divine Lord. Himself :

“MARY AND YOUTH L

To the yeuth of the present generation belongs the future :

On them and on their attitude to the broblems of life will
. depend largely the, world’s w |

spiritual, - If they are’”zumea by
be wise and the Tuture will ‘be sa

~open mind “she knows the ‘dangets, she’ counsels reflectio;
- -and restramu Let us'do nothing, attempt nothins, dee
v m;thmg, without consult,}ng her. - Especially in the eriti
. ‘moments, such as the selection of a state of life, let us
: ‘recouz“se to her who is the mouthpieeé of Eternal Wisd

MARY AND VOCATIONS

‘ Mary ’Za.kes a_particular and most’ atrectionate int.erest in’l
all those who are called <o the eceleslastical or rellgloqs lite,
.. Her Divine Son offers to set His seal upon them?: -wilk

belong to Him. They have seen His outstzetched b
-ha.nd and heard His voice camnz on tixe

| 6, | f”‘m for them to lay
. 8side all preconeelyed notions; and to listen to her with an

ER MGEM’ MI&B&E

Wil never know rmxeliness, because'
company. - That divine call or'vocation s
e:;serﬂce of -God in' any capacity, -
13 ; ‘ancanmakeof, :
b :

that ‘divine

nds. - To-day
m cam&m ‘Chureh 'is

‘Straggle-that on her side fs tne of

Two rival ‘forees, the forces ot

ar .,annnoacmngaclimax of confliet, -
e of that conflict -there can be no doubt: x

mscaxmot prevail against the Church of God

Divine Lover of souls invites many youths-;"- B
- acoept the vocation of serving Him. Voea=: .

d and faithfully followed is a protection in e
ige of predestination. . May Mary the Mother Most
:.r%ct all our aspirants, fully enlighten thetr. minds;

8 the grep,t courage of unselﬂsh,
MARY AND THE WORLD 2 : ,

Al.l of us, no ‘matter what our place in the’ ‘world; carry”

responsi ﬂlties - No'-one moves through life altogether
‘ &eﬁons concern ‘others as: well as ourselves in .

id h éternity. Worldly wisdom and human Druderice
‘ to some jextent, but. they -do not sufﬂce We

lves as ‘“men of. 1 the world‘ ‘but let ug
‘Wo one. ean be truly a than of this world -
man of the other world first: Since this world

@xists ‘only for .the sake of the other world, It ls right and =
.Cmaz that everything in it be weighed and judged in the light

of that other worfld. And 50 even in ‘matters that may
seem to be ‘purely secular, we turn humbly and simnly to our
heavenly Mother for guidance, - A
- .We. pray to her for our country and for all other countries o
In: the affairs of mations we cannot separate the. temporai.
- ‘from -the spiritual.  War itself is not a mere temporal.
_omatter: it is- not -concerned only with the . possession: of
n'itories ‘or'the vindication of a mnation’s honour. There

' thing . higher always mvolved namely, the( good ot .

1€ supremac; ‘ . .




bv fﬁrce or. argument but only by £
ws from Oalvar;y and yhich will be won b .
pray@rs of Mary. She stands remote from the worl 3¢
&peaceful unruffled, yet deeply sympathetic with hu
sorrowﬁ May she’ insplre the warring nations and -

‘warring classes with Christian counsels. Amid the turmoﬂ;'
of the times, aniid the clouds that veil the future, we 10K
‘0 her under God as to our Star of Hcpe shining over: a*

distracted world: -

comus'rs DEVGTIQN 'ro MARY o

We have already seen .that cur love for Mary’ should be

boundless it remains now‘ to consider how that love should
‘be expressed in practical devotion to her in the spirit of one
of her most devoted servants, St. Louls Mary’ Grignion de

M,ontfort True devotion to Mary, he telis us, must be com~

plete there must be no holding back of anything even in

the smallest. degree A devotion that is not whple-hea.rted or

‘that consists only in praying to her when we are-hard pres-'

sed spiritually or temporarily, is not enough 1t does not give
due recognition to her posﬁ.ion a8, Chiei Steward in Ged's
Kingdom.. We haveé to. -Tecognise ; tha;t Our- Lord has. placed
all His treasures at. her “disposal,: w}‘mz 13 the Queen of Grace
and the Mistress of Séul&. there is no salvation exce
through her, - there s no damnation for those who re‘
belong to her. .

_What do_we -mean by saymg that there 1s no damnat!on

. for those who really belong to Mary? Do.we Catholics’ think -
that we shall infallibly be saved if we are’ ‘devout to her,
even though Qur conduct be sinful.in other wa:?s?* Empha~ :

tical}y we 'do. not believe anything of the |
- of that. sort would be superstitious and pr
-There. is no taint of superstition in our ait
Her name is not-a mere charm or talisman; : .
of a few fm‘mal prayers. left ys:free to-continge in oux evil

msmon 15 that tra .ﬁevotmn to Mary '
'Vsin cannot exist in the soul at-the
the other. kThe_ true servant of . -

1 gsher heazte she’ exnrralns \ta ‘
atip *uides our every =tep, she whispena tous at every

'» ~can 'bé 1o question of sinful conduct of & any kind, the protec-— |

tonof Mary anters so deeply into every faculty ‘of the soul
““that sin is. altogether excluded, And if the soul pefrseveres
‘l:ofthe £nd, of nfé in ob'eymg Mary, of a cﬂrtain%y ﬂ}ere can.

We’ must submlt. ourselves entirely t.o‘
complete merging of ourselves in Mary
very’ soul and endeavcur to see aﬂ ,

devotion to Mary How far removed :

a.ymg ot a few more or less fo;rma;f prayers -

rom umiting ourselves to external acts of
even trom halt-»hearted and spasmodio




“ imd becoming instruments in. her hands so
she who -acts through us in all oy ‘

.. Take, for instance, our. duty.of prager.: Tt inatter

whether ‘We.are priests saying the Divine Offic Hitle:
.-children at morning ‘and night prayers, We lmow UL un-
wm'thiness our; rrequent distractions. we do’ no

1akes -her own; of
ayers. - Our Lord receives them g
Mother, It 1 she d he
) and. i ' cesfor ¢
es_ up for our ' coldress ‘and her
up for our: ﬁistractions Thus oyl
.efforts gre purified-and made -acceptable, for how. ean
~ Lord. refuse to hear the -pe feet p{ayer of His - Ble
MOﬂ'ler! o o A
- The thought of our umo, with Mary ‘is in 1tse11’ a grea
"help to pray well: we feel that Ou Mother is beside us ang-
her very nearness. stren,gthens b lons
and 1rreverence B4

( er,vthing thro gh Mary
¢ .woman of the house a

domestlé tasks, the gir
-8t his Jabour: all -offer thel
so that th'eir 'workvis resen

; ih“ﬁﬁ;{‘bmpany.’ with her as helper

‘g for Confession we th

ajoy to her:

igh ‘our souls to “be: eleansed even ‘a8 her own

mﬁ immaculate for the eoming of Our Lord. - As . -
‘-Hitle acts of ‘love and sorrow and. adoration, ',

67 to 1is.: No earthly mother can derive greaten

alatmn- m the Fitatj CQmmumon of ‘her _uttle

¥




'MOTHER MOST AMIABLE 2t

S0 mat Mary may relgn in us as the Vicereine of Christ.
Life 18 & warfare and ‘he would be a coward-soldier who
would sirbetyder because of set-backs. Cowardice s pardon-
_able m-mﬁu who have only their own weakness to rely on,

i 3:4%vho rely on the Blessed Virgin: through her
_ fme strength of God. ‘ :

; N WITH MARY FOSTERS HUMILITY
Ym Wmserve how this complete devotion to Mary
tenéﬁ , fORteT a very deep humility. In fact, it is founded
on hiimility,‘on the great truth that of ourselves we have no
sti‘eﬁg!th nor virtue whatsoever. The more complete ‘and
perteet our devotion to Mary, the deeper must be the funda~
mental humility. If we grow in grace, the honour is Our
Lady's; 1f we fail, the dishonour is our own, we have nob

been faithful to her. There is no room left for spiritual -

pride., Graces may be given to us most generously, in a
measure heaped up and running’ ov er, but we do not attri-
* bute them to any merit of our own, we have done nothing
to deserve them, 1t is Mary's holiness that has given value to
the actions performed through her and with her and in her.
Iﬁ ract, ‘the greater the gifts of God to us, the more pro-

nd is our humility; the very bounty ‘of God enables us to
seé ‘more clearly our own nothingpess. The gifts of God
‘are so marvellous that we khow they simply cannot be due
to us, but are given out of His loving Heart because of Mary’s
pleading.  And as humility grows deeper In us, we become
more and more pleasing to God and more amenable to His
grace. It was Mary’s own humility that made her attractive
in the eyes of God; in the sublime honour of the Incarnation

he was able to say: “ e hath regarded the humility of His

mdmaid . and hath exalted the humble.” "

CONSECRATION OF OURSELVES TO MARY
The foregoing details about living in union with Our Lady
are usem}fdr an’ understanding of the Act of Complete

spiritual @ ’”f'tihgs, ‘but it is chiefly associated with the name
of Salnﬁ Gﬂgnion de Montfort who did much for its

B"
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~ «consecration,” says Blessed de Montfort, “ consists in the

to. his master. The “slave” of Mary belongs body and sout

.the relief of a soul in Purgatory, without permisslon 02 Mary
LOUr. Mistress ‘ , y o o

22 - MOTHER MOST AMIABLE
propagation. Somewhat quaintly he calls it the “ slavery "
of the soul to Mary. It is, ‘however, a.slavery of love,
‘willlhg subjection to a gracious Mistress; the soul loves and
-trusts Our Lady so-completely that it willingly abandons all

Ats own rights. of every kind, im so far as they can be
-abandoned, and relies on her for. every need. .*The act of

.complete giving of self In a state of serfdom: 406 ‘Mary, and,
“through Mary to Jesus.” It is really the climax and &
~summing up of his advice about doing everything t:hmug d
“with and in Mary; not only our actions, but our whole being, -
our soul and its merits; all become assoclated wlth the
holy person of the Blessed Virgm :

ACT OF CONSECRATION FURTHER
EXPLAINED

The Act of Consecration is an herole offering. In anclent
times a slave had no rights of his own, he belonged utterly

to Jesus through her. In the first place we offer up through
her our temporal goods house, possessions, income, re-.
serving not as much “as one farthing, one hair.”” All have
come to us from God, they really belong to Him, we give to
Him what is already His own. And in the second place we
sacrifice our spiritual goods: our merits (in so far as it is
_possible to do so), the right “ of disposing 6f the value of our
prayers, alms, mortifications. and good works. 'This we do
by leaving the entire disposal of them fo the Blessed Virgin,
who will apply them as she thinks fit, to the greatest glory
of God, which she alone knows perfectly 1

In this manner we give to Mary everything we can possl
glve her, to be used as shie pleases. Our own rights are com-
pletely ‘and permanently renounced. . So thorough is. the
Fenunciation that after having made this Act, we cannot
devote the satisfactory value of our good works to any
purpose of our own, such as the conversion of a sinner or

' Saint de Montfort : Secret of Mary.

;.,\ B
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V! MORE THAN WE - GIVE r

ecration should be made wlthout hone of
e than the honour .of -belonging. to
gh Mary. Nevertheless, in actual fact our
d,.and lavishly. Mary, generous Mother, doess
psuffer for giving away our possessions. In.
ttle that we can give, “she will bestow a.
us; she will share all, even her merits and.
th us.”! By the grace that will come through -
#04 actions will be madée more meritorious; these
-will bring further grace, and so on indefinitely.
8.s0ul is being constantly enriched. We do far njore:
Jves through: Mary than if we had retained’ mxr ‘
orks. As. Saint Grignion de Monttart 58YS, the:
- the slave’ of .Iesus and Mary, stripped of selt .,afld

. Thus the “ slave oﬁ Msry ” becOmes the freeman of Chrls‘b
‘ by the graces that come o mm from Christ through Mary. "

. THE LEGION OF MARY AND THE ACT |

ton et Mary ] doing much to spread and explam
otlon tp Our Lady in the spirit of Saint Grignion
ntfort. the Legion gatherings called Actes, each:

his profession of fealty to Mary, the
wordS' “I am all thine, my
‘my N r “-that I have is thine.” This for--
. expresses the ot 8aint de Montfort’s  True:
tlon to Mary: it-is a complete renunciation of all
sonal goods and interests, a total subjection of self to-
" Blessed Lady. Like any other form’ of words often.
ted by.large numbers of people, as happens at Legion
cerea!;mies, this formula needs to be meditated ‘on-and

mechanical and a. matter of routine nghtly
by Leglonaries and- their Auxiliaries, it . doesy-
18x ﬂ'fe glory of Mary. by. bringing home, to ‘our

s Secret of Mary. = ol
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Her name is betng sra’Veh mote:and more deeply on the,
Catholi¢ heart; through the Legion’s_apostolate 1s fostered.
that wider, stronger devotion for which, as Father Faber -
says, God is pressing,-and for the sake of which these pages -
have been written. Now that the forces of evil are massed.
together in thefr fietce attack o6n Christianity, the soldiers
of Christ rely altogether on Mary, their great Gnmmander )
Who is ‘appointed to crush the serpent’s hea.d ! e

'FRUITS OF COMPLETE DEVOTION

The fruits of complete devotion to Mary may be summed
. up as: Security in life and in death. This is what we wmzm.

expect through the intercession of her who -prays for us
“now and at the hour of our death” and who is -all=
powerful with God on behalf of her loving and obedient
children. “Mary,” says Salnt de Montfort, once estab-
_lished as Queen of the Soul, pours into it “ a purity of heart
and of body, & purity of intention and fruitfulness in good
works . .. She will rnake our soul live for Jesus Christ,-and "
Jesus Christ live in us . . . She enlightens it by her pure
faith, deepens the heart by her humility, dilates it and sets
it aglow by her charity, purifies it by her purity, ennobles:
it and enlarges it by her motherly care.” Thus, in return .
for giving ourselves to Mary, she gives herself to us and
forms the image of Her Divine Son in our hearts. Such 1& .
our encouragement to give ourselves combletely to Mary

Even though we consecrate ourselves to Mary, we may nob b
experience the full fruits of it at onee. owing perhaps to la.ck. o
of wholeheartedness or of perseverance. But it is certau}. .

- that the fruits exist and await our efforts.. Nor are. thesy
fruits reserved for privileged persons such as ptiests &
monks and nuns; they are for all who fully and truly v
themselves to Mary. : v
" The so-called “secret” is not really a secret, but lies in
full sight of all. Mary herself explains it to her ehildren and -
leads them on from the first Hail Mary to the full knowledge-
of “ marvels beyond the belief of the wise ana the proud e

.

% Sa.int ‘de Montfort : Sec_:réf of Mary.
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